Missouri Sovereignty Project
“The powers…are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” – the 10th
Mission
To “institutionalize” the U.S. Constitution’s 10th Amendment into Missouri’s populist and political fabrics so her citizens and legislators can work together to render ineffective, by legitimate means, any law enacted by the federal government that violates or suppresses Missourian’s “…unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty and pursuit of Happiness.”
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“RACE TO THE TOP” EDUCATION PROGRAM MUST BE STOPPED
PRESS CONFERENCE TONIGHT, FEB. 24, 6.30, Kisker Library, 1000 Kisker Rd., St. Charles
 

The Missouri Sovereignty Project questions the recent grant proposal submitted by Governor Jay Nixon, the State Board of Education and the majority of school districts in Missouri to the Federal Government.  Our state has applied to receive stimulus funds recently set aside for educational purposes.  This grant is contained in a program called Race to the Top (RTTT).  This money was earmarked for education and voted on by Congress.  While Congress appropriated this 4 Billion Dollar stimulus for education purposes, it did not specify on how the funds were to be distributed.  The delivery of these funds has been determined by Arne Duncan, Education Secretary.
 

Mr. Duncan has devised a plan which required school districts to compete with each other for funding to their school districts.  Districts and state boards were given a 15 page Executive Summary in late November outlining the goals of this program.  To be considered for grant money, districts had to secure the signatures of their superintendent, school board members and the teacher union representative.  They were then forwarded to the State Board of Education, signed by that department and then signed by the Governor.  Approximately 99% of Missouri school districts signed this eventual 300 page grant proposal.  This had to be signed by January 19, 2010 to be considered for funding.  Many school boards did not have enough time to review the proposal as it wasn't presented to them until mid January.  We have had several district officials admit they were pressured into signing a document they had no time to review.

 

The first round of "winners" of stimulus money will be announced in April.  The second round will be announced in the summer.  It is expected to be implemented in August 2010.  School districts have been told they may "opt out", however, I would refer to page 40 of the Missouri proposal which states:  Even if MO does not receive funding, districts would still have to adopt this resolution.  The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) would "nudge" Local Education Agencies (school boards) toward the goals and implementation of data driven decision making".  This is probably one of the most important statements in this proposal.  Even if we do not receive any funding, our districts apparently will be forced to adopt the standards in this federal plan for education.

 
What is this plan?  This plan is akin to the federal health care plan in terms of education.  It requires consolidation of the federal government over local and state school districts.  Missouri school districts will enter a consortium of states for implementing and the carrying out of the mandates.  On page 67 it reads, "throughout the life of the grant and beyond, DESE will be transitioned to a decentralized agency operating out of regional service centers".  This statement seems to indicate IF there is a Missouri State Board of Education still in existence after adoption of this mandate, it certainly will be less powerful in the education of our children.  We will be part of a consortium which includes Nebraska and Wisconsin.  Decisions about the education of Missouri children will be made with representatives from this consortium.  The State Board, your school districts and Jay Nixon have in effect, signed away your sovereign rights to determine the educational content and services your child receives.
 

This mandate creates a serious question as to state sovereignty.  The states will be required to fund these federal mandates.  Any stimulus monies received will not cover the expense it will cause the state and districts to conform.  IF a state receives funds, 50% will go to districts and 50% will go to the state for infrastructure.  Any funding will run out after four years and the state will be left holding the entire bill.  This proposal admits there has been a recent decrease in state funding, page 91. Yet, the governor, the state board and the school districts believe it is a good idea to get ourselves further in debt and cede our state control to the Federal Government.  The Missouri Legislature will need to cut One Billion Dollars from the state budget this year and we are now agreeing to a mandate that will cost us additional money.  This has currently been set by the state to cost $390 million dollars.  The maximum amount the state can receive is $250 million.  Where are we to come up with the difference of approximately $150 million to implement and conform when our Legislature will need to cut $1 Billion dollars from the state budget?

 

We pose two questions then, to the Legislature, the governor and the State Board of Education.  Why have you ceded our sovereignty and why are you putting us further into debt?

--------------------------------------
For additional information, please contact Gretchen Logue, Missouri Sovereignty Project at gretchen@mosov.org.    

The Missouri draft proposal to RTTT can be found at the following website: http://dese.mo.gov/rt3/  
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